Seniors
SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR:   (While most newspapers prefer letters with fewer than 250 words, please remember to check your local paper for word-count guidelines.  And remember: the more personalized the letter, the more likely it is to get printed in your local newspaper.  Please only use this sample as a guide, and write a letter in your own words -- from the heart!)

(Date)

Dear Editor:

I’m saddened that Governor Schwarzenegger’s budget makes drastic cuts to services that would be devastating to California’s seniors and the elderly.   Our state’s leaders should have more respect for people who have spent their lives paying into a system that was supposed to help them as they grew older became less able to care for themselves. 

(Give personal example:  As a senior/as the daughter of an aging parent, I’ve seen first-hand how a few simple resources can help aging people become self-sufficient…)

But the Governor’s “cuts-only” budget is particularly severe for California’s most vulnerable populations.  

(Choose example like those below.) 

· The Governor’s budget would make devastating cuts to the homecare services that seniors and people with disabilities rely on to stay out of nursing homes and other institutions.  That means that the 406,000 aged, blind or disabled individuals who rely on these services to remain safely in their own homes will see drastic reductions that could affect their health and safety.

· The Governor’s budget slashes funds for adult protective services, which means thousands fewer incidents of elder abuse and neglect will be investigated.

· The Governor’s budget would reduce funding for a number of senior nutrition programs, meaning tens of thousands fewer home-delivered meals and brown-bag deliveries for seniors.
I’m urging my legislator (give name) to reject these cruel budget cuts to California’s seniors.  We can and must do better than a “cuts-only” approach to the state budget!
Sincerely,

(Name)

(Address)

(Phone Number/E-mail)

