Power Grab

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR:   (While most newspapers prefer letters with fewer than 250 words, please remember to check your local paper for word-count guidelines.  And remember: the more personalized the letter, the more likely it is to get printed in your local newspaper.  Please only use this sample as a guide, and write a letter in your own words -- from the heart!)

(Date)

Dear Editor:

This year, Governor Schwarzenegger has proposed some of the most devastating cuts our state has seen in decades – and to make matters even worse, his revised budget includes a “power grab” measure so that he can make these cuts in the future without the approval of our elected leaders in the Legislature.

The proposed cuts will impact California families in multiple ways, often compounding our problems.  These cuts will impact our local schools, hospitals, in-home care programs for seniors, and foster care services for kids.

(Give personal example: I have a child in public school, work 40 hours a week and take care of my aging mother.  The Governor’s cuts to schools and in-home support services will cause further strain on my family as we work every day to make ends meet.)

We shouldn’t make it easier for the Governor to cut vital services.  In fact, the Governor’s “power-grab” proposal already was overwhelmingly rejected by California’s voters in 2005 -- and it doesn’t address the real concerns of California’s families.   

Instead, it undermines our system of checks and balances, giving the Governor unprecedented power to make cuts without approval from our legislators.

That’s why our legislators need to reject the Governor’s power grab and his devastating “cuts-only” approach to balancing the budget!

Sincerely,

(Name)

(Address)

(Phone number/e-mail)
