Health Care

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR:   (While most newspapers prefer letters with fewer than 250 words, please remember to check your local paper for word-count guidelines.  And remember: the more personalized the letter, the more likely it is to get printed in your local newspaper.  Please only use this sample as a guide, and write a letter in your own words -- from the heart!)

(Date)

Governor Schwarzenegger’s budget proposal to cut billions from vital services like health care is incredibly short-sighted and would increase California’s uninsured population by over 500,000 people. 

The Governor keeps saying he doesn’t want to increase taxes – but doesn’t he know that we all pay a hidden tax for the uninsured every time we pay our health care premium or visit a hospital?

The increasing cost of health care in our state impacts all of us.  (Give personal example, i.e.:  because my health care premiums are so high, my family must strictly limit our hospital visits.  Sometimes this means making decisions at home that should be made by a doctor or a health care provider…)

That’s why I don’t understand how the Governor can propose further cuts that will also endanger the healthcare facilities we all rely on, such as emergency rooms, trauma centers, rural hospitals, and burn units.
In our community, that means less money and fewer resources for centers like: (give local example of healthcare facility that would be impacted).

The Governor and the Legislature need to reject a cuts-only approach to the budget and come up with creative solutions that don’t make devastating cuts to our health care system.
Sincerely,

(Name)

(Address)

(Phone number/e-mail address)

