SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR:   (While most newspapers prefer letters with fewer than 250 words, please remember to check your local paper for word-count guidelines.  Also visit www.protectourstudents.org for newspaper “Letters” department e-mail addresses.  And remember: the more personalized the letter, the more likely it is to get printed in your local newspaper.  Please only use this sample as a guide, and write a letter in your own words -- from the heart!)
(Date)

Dear Editor:

As a (parent/teacher/concerned citizen) at (name of) school, I’m extremely disappointed that the Governor’s revised budget continues to make billions in cuts to schools and students.

Parents and teachers from across the state have repeatedly told Governor Schwarzenegger and the Legislature: “No cuts to schools and students.”  We’ve also asked the Governor to retreat from his proposal to undermine the voter-approved minimum school funding law, Proposition 98, because we believe it is important to invest in our shared future.

But while the Governor says he’s avoiding suspending Proposition 98, his revised budget proposal still cuts more than $4 billion from public education.   

The Governor’s budget also (choose from points below):

· Makes cuts to the many vital programs that help student achievement, like class size reduction. 
· Fails to include a cost-of-living adjustment for schools, despite the steadily increasing operating costs for local districts.  
· Expects schools and students to once again “do more with less.”

 
The fact is that all cuts will hurt our students because our schools are already woefully underfunded (choose from points below):

· With more than 20,000 layoff notices already sent to teachers, custodians, school bus drivers, principals and other school employees around the state, California's schools and students have paid a steep price for proposed budget cuts.  Many teachers have already been recruited to leave the state.  

(ADD: PERSONAL EXAMPLE OF A TEACHER WHO HAS MADE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR CHILD’S LIFE OR OF A PINK-SLIPPED TEACHER STRUGGLING TO MAKE ENDS MEET.)
· Many school districts have already been forced to cut music, arts and career technical education programs. (ADD: PERSONAL EXAMPLE OF PROGRAM IN YOUR DISTRICT THAT HAS HELPED YOUR STUDENT ACHIEVE.)

· California ranks 46th out of 50 states in per pupil spending, or more than $1900 below the national average.  (ADD: PERSONAL EXAMPLE OF TEACHER SPENDING OWN MONEY ON SUPPLIES OR PARENTS RAISING MONEY FOR SCHOOL PROGRAMS.)
· Our schools rank dead last in the nation for the number of teachers per student, as well as in the number of librarians, counselors and critical support staff, while having some of the largest class sizes in the nation.  
(ADD: PERSONAL EXAMPLE OF LIBRARIAN, COUNSELOR OR OTHER SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WHO HAS HELPED A STUDENT SUCCEED.)
Continuing to balance this budget with a cuts-only approach hurts children and schools. We look forward to working with the Legislature and the governor in passing a state budget that invests in the future of our students and our state.  
Sincerely, 

(Name)

(Address)

(E-mail or phone number)
